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ANNUAL  REPORT 

of  the 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

for  the  year  1963 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of 
The  Irlam  Urban  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Madam,  and  Gentlemen, 

1 have  pleasure  in  presenting  my  report  on  the  health  of  the 
district  for  the  year  1963  in  accordance  with  instructions  issued  by 
the  Ministry  of  Health. 

The  Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  the  population  at  mid  1963 
was  16,190,  an  increase  of  370  over  the  estimate  for  the  previous 
year. 

The  adjusted  live  birth  rate  at  22.2  per  thousand  population 
shows  an  increase  on  the  rate  for  the  previous  year  (18.9  per 
thousand),  and  is  above  the  national  average  for  England  and 
Wales.  There  were  nine  illegitimate  births  during  the  year  forming 
2.6%  of  the  total  live  births.  This  is  very  much  below  the  average 
for  the  country  as  a whole  and  compares  favourably  with  the  rate 
for  the  district  in  previous  years. 

A total  of  seven  infants  died  during  the  year  compared  with 
eleven  in  1962  giving  an  infant  mortality  rate  of  19.9  per  thousand 
live  births,  a very  considerable  improvement  on  the  previous 
year’s  mortality  rate  of  37.8  per  thousand  live  births,  which  was, 
of  course,  one  of  the  highest  rates  recorded  for  many  years.  The 
rate  this  year  is  very  near  the  national  average  of  20.9. 

Once  more  it  is  a pleasure  to  record  that  no  mother  died  during 
the  year  as  a result  of  childbirth. 

During  the  year  178  deaths  were  registered,  96  males  and  82 
females  giving  a death  rate  per  thousand  population  of  11.0  showing 
little  variation  from  previous  years.  The  main  causes  of  death  were 
as  in  previous  years,  cardio-vascular  conditions  and  cancer.  There 
were  39  deaths  from  coronary  artery  disease  which  formed  22%  of 
all  deaths  being  by  far  the  largest  single  cause  of  death. 

We  are  continually  receiving  reminders  that  this  is  the  most 
important  killing  disease  at  the  present  time,  not  only  because  the 
number  of  its  victims  increase  year  by  year,  but  because  the 
statistical  evidence  shows  that  it  is  striking  at  an  ever  earlier  age. 

Forty  deaths  from  cancer  were  registered  during  the  year  and 
of  these  nine  were  due  to  primary  cancer  of  the  respiratory  system, 
all  of  them  men. 
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One  wonders  just  how  long  it  is  going  to  take  before  this  tragic 
epidemic  is  brought  under  control.  How  long  can  any  administration 
afford  to  adopt  the  cosy,  ambivalent  attitude  to  cigarette  smoking 
practised  by  the  present  Government?  To  exhort  the  citizen  to 
give  up  cigarettes  on  the  one  hand,  while  permitting  lavish  expendi- 
ture to  persuade  him  to  increase  his  consumption  on  the  other,  is 
a situation  that  even  Gilbert  in  his  most  imaginative  moments  would 
have  had  difficulty  in  attributing  to  a government  of  the  day. 

A total  of  543  cases  of  infectious  diseases  were  notified  during 
the  year  of  which  363  were  cases  of  Sonnei  Dysentery.  This 
outbreak  of  Dysentery,  which  was  of  a mild  clinical  character,  was 
mainly  associated  in  the  first  instance  with  a primary  school  but 
was  rather  quickly  disseminated  to  other  parts  of  the  district  via 
home  contacts  of  the  infected  schoolchildren.  An  outbreak  of  this 
magnitude  in  a relatively  small  district  necessarily  throws  a very 
considerable  strain  on  the  Public  Health  Department,  and  I should 
like  to  congratulate  and  thank  the  Officers  for  the  additional  load 
they  carried  during  this  period.  As  is  customary  in  an  epidemic  of 
this  type  mainly  involving  children  there  was  the  usual  well-inten- 
tioned if  ill-informed  criticism  of  the  method  of  handling  the 
outbreak.  The  insistent  outcry  from  certain  quarters  for  complete 
closure  of  the  schools  in  the  district  must,  I am  sure,  be  a carry-over 
from  the  days  when  infectious  diseases  were  much  more  serious 
and  this  method  of  control  was  common  practice.  I can  see  no  virtue 
in  applying  such  measures  in  an  outbreak  of  this  character  when 
the  illness  is  of  a mild  nature,  and  the  supervision  of  personal 
hygiene  can  be  more  readily  made  available  at  school  than  in  the 
street,  where  most  children  would  spend  their  day  if  closure  was 
enforced. 

I am  most  grateful  to  the  Chairman  and  members  of  the  Health 
Committee  who  gave  me  their  full  support  during  this  epidemic. 

Facilities  for  immunisation  are  available  free  at  Child  Welfare 
Clinics  in  the  district  and  the  schedule  which  has  been  adopted,  a 
copy  of  which  is  printed  in  the  report,  keeps  the  number  of  injections 
to  a minimum  consistent  with  adequate  protection. 

It  remains  for  me  finally  to  record  my  appreciation  of  the  loyal 
co-operation  of  Mr.  L.  Hall  and  the  staff  of  the  Public  Health 
Department,  and  of  the  support  given  to  me  by  members  of  the 
Health  Committee  and  by  officials  of  the  Council. 

I am, 

Yours  obediently, 

WILLIAM  SHARPE, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT. 

IRLAM. 

July,  1964. 
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STATISTICAL  SUMMARY 


1.  GENERAL  STATISTICS 

Area  (Statute  Acres)  . . . . . . . . . . 4,717 

Population  (Registrar  General’s  Estimate,  Mid- 1963)  16,190 

Number  of  Inhabited  Dwellings  (per  Rate  Book)  . . 5,478 

Rateable  value  at  31st  December,  1963  . . £1,072,068 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  . . . . . . £4,200 

Total  Rates  in  the  £ . . . . . . . . 9s.  6d # 

2.  VITAL  STATISTICS 

Males  Females  Total 
Live  Births:  Legitimate  ..  160  183  343 

Illegitimate . . 4 5 9 

Live  birth  rate  per  1,000  population  ..  ..  ..  21.7* 

Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent  of  total  live  births  . . 2.6  % 

Males  Females  Total 

Stillbirths  . . . . . . 2 2 4 

Stillbirth  rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  stillbirths  . . 11.2 

Males  Females  Total 
Total  live  and  stillbirths. . 166  190  356 

Deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  . . . . 7 

Infant  mortality  rates : 

Total  infant  deaths  per  1,000  total  live  births  . . 19.9 

Legitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  legitimate  live 
births  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 20.4 

Illegitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  illegitimate  live 
births  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Nil 

Neo-natal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  total  live  births  . . 14.2 

Early  neo-natal  mortality  rate  per  1 ,000  total  live  births  14.2 

Perinatal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still 
births  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 25.3 

Maternal  deaths  (including  abortion)  . . . . . . Nil 

Maternal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  and  stillbirths  Nil 

Males  Females  Total 
Total  deaths  . . . . 96  82  178 

Death  rate  per  1,000  population  ..  ..  ..  11.0* 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  . . . . . . . . 42 

* Adjusted:  Live  birth  rate  (comparability  factor  1.02)  = 22.2  per  1,000 
population. 

Death  rate  (comparability  factor  1.19)=  13.1  per  1,000  population . 
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PHYSICAL  AND  SOCIAL 


The  county  district  of  Irlam  in  Lancashire  is  roughly  square  in 
formation  with  sides  over  three  and  a half  miles  long. 

The  district  boundaries  on  the  North  march  with  those  of 
Tyldesley,  Worsley  and  Leigh,  on  the  South  with  the  Manchester 
Ship  Canal,  on  the  East  with  Eccles  and  on  the  West  with  the  banks 
of  the  River  Glaze. 

The  residents  are  thus  provided  with  an  area  quasi-rural  in 
character,  which  makes  a relieving  contrast  to  the  industrial  nature 
of  the  district  on  its  southern  borders. 

A variety  of  industries  is  carried  on  in  the  district.  The  following 
list  is  a brief  summary: 

Steel  and  iron  works,  soap  works,  margarine  and  lard  manu- 
facturies,  coal  tips,  tar  works,  basket  works,  general  engineering, 
timber  storage,  and  market  gardening. 


POPULATION 

The  resident  population  of  Irlam  estimated  by  the  Registrar 
General  in  mid  1963,  was  16,190. 

The  excess  of  births  over  deaths  during  the  year  was  174. 

In  addition  to  the  resident  population  large  numbers  from 
outside  the  district  journey  daily  to  and  from  the  various  works  in 
the  district. 


BIRTHS 

Boys  164;  Girls  188;  Total  352. 

The  total  number  of  births  belonging  to  the  district  after  the 
necessary  adjustments  for  inward  and  outward  transfers  was  352. 

This  gave  a birth  rate  of  21.7  per  1,000  of  the  population, 
compared  with  18.4  in  1962. 

The  birth  rate  per  1,000  of  the  population  for  the  whole  of 
England  and  Wales  for  1963  was  18.2. 


STILLBIRTHS 

The  number  of  registered  stillbirths  was  4,  giving  a rate  per  1,000 
total  births  of  11.2  The  average  for  the  years  1958-1962  was  19.4 
per  1,000  total  births. 
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MATERNAL  MORTALITY 


No  maternal  deaths  occurred  during  the  year  1963. 


INFANT  MORTALITY 

There  were  7 deaths  of  infants  under  1 year  of  age,  5 of  which 
occurred  within  the  first  four  weeks  of  life.  The  infant  mortality 
rate  was  19.9  per  1,000  live  births.  The  rate  for  England  and  Wales 
for  1963  was  20.9. 

The  average  infant  mortality  rate  for  the  district  for  the  years 
1958-1962  was  28.0  per  1,000  live  births. 

The  following  table  gives  the  number  of  infant  deaths  and  the 
infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births  for  this  district  for  the 
past  ten  years: 


Year 

Number 

of 

deaths 

Infant 

mortality 

rate 

1954 

8 

37 

1955 

4 

20 

1956 

9 

40 

1957 

6 

30 

1958 

4 

16 

1959 

8 

33 

1960 

7 

29 

1961 

7 

25 

1962 

11 

38 

1963 

7 

20 

DEATHS 

Males  96;  Females  82;  Total  178. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  belonging  to  the  district  after  the 
necessary  adjustments  for  inward  and  outward  transfers  was  178. 
This  gave  a death  rate  of  11.0  per  1,000  of  the  population,  as  com- 
pared with  11.3  in  1962; 

The  death  rate  for  the  whole  of  England  and  Wales  was  122. 
per  1,000  of  the  total  population. 
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UNCERTIFIED  DEATHS  AND  INQUESTS 

During  the  year  there  were  31  deaths  (19  male,  12  female)  in 
which  the  causes  of  death  were  certified  after  post  mortem  examina- 
tion and/or  coroner’s  inquests. 

There  were  eight  inquests  held  and  the  coroner’s  verdict  was 
as  follows: 


Accidental  death  (motor  vehicle)  . . 3 

Misadventure  . . . . . . . . 3 

Suicide  . . . . . . . . 2 


CANCER 

There  were  42  deaths  from  this  cause,  28  males  and  14  females, 
giving  a mortality  rate  of  2.59  per  1,000  of  the  population,  as  com- 
pared with  2.02  in  1962. 


CLASSIFIED  DEATHS  FROM  CANCER 


Localisation 

1959 

1960 

1961 

1962 

1963 

Stomach  



6 

6 

3 

4 

Lung,  bronchus 

7 

6 

7 

9 

9 

Breast  . . 

3 

4 

2 

2 

3 

Uterus  . . 

2 

2 

1 

— 

2 

Other  or  unspecified  Organs  . . 

12 

18 

20 

16 

22 

Leukaemia,  Aleukaemia 

■ — 

1 

2 

2 

2 

Totals  . . 

24 

37 

38 

32 

42 

Deaths  from  all  causes 

153 

153 

185 

179 

178 

The  average  death  rate  from  all  forms  of  cancer  over  the  five 
years  1959-1963  has  been  2.22  per  1,000  of  the  population,  and  this 
compares  with  a national  rate  for  1963  of  2.18.  The  average  death 
rate  from  cancer  of  the  lung  and  bronchus  over  the  same  five  years 
in  the  district  has  been  0.48  compared  with  a national  rate  in  1963 
of  0.52. 
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The  following  figures  show  for  Irlam  the  proportion  of  all 
deaths  which  were  due  to  cancer: 


Years 

Percentage  of  deaths  in 
District  due  to  Cancer 

1931—1935 

10.5  % 

1936  1940 

11.9% 

1941—1945 

16.6% 

1946—1950 

17.8% 

1951—1955 

18.5% 

1956—1960 

18.5% 

1961 

20.5  % 

1962 

17.9% 

1963 

23.6% 

The  corresponding  proportion  for  England  and  Wales  in  1963 
was  17.88%. 


RESPIRATORY  DISEASES 

Twenty  deaths  were  attributed  to  diseases  of  the  respiratory 
system  (excluding  cancer)  giving  a death  rate  of  1.23  per  1,000  of 
the  population  as  compared  with  2.02  in  1962. 

TUBERCULOSIS 

Particulars  of  cases  of  Tuberculosis  notified  during  1963  are 
given  in  the  following  table.  There  were  no  deaths  from  Tuberculosis 
during  the  year. 


Age  Period 
Years 

New 

Cases 

Respiratory 

Non-Res 

.piratory 

M 

F 

M 

F 

Under  5 

1 





5—14 

— 

— 

1 

— 

15—24 

— 

— 

— 

— 

25-44 

1 

1 

— 

— 

45—64 

1 

— 

— 

— 

65  and  over 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

2 

2 

1 

— 



j 

l 

j 

4 

1 

f 
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Case  rate  per  1,000  population: 

Respiratory  0.247  Non-respiratory  0.062  All  forms  0.309 

Death  rate  per  1,000  population: 

Respiratory  Nil  Non-respiratory  Nil  All  forms  Nil 

England  and  Wales  death  rate  per  1 ,000  population : 

Respiratory  0.056  Non-respiratory  0.007  All  forms  0.063 

Particulars  of  new  cases  and  of  deaths  from  Tuberculosis  during 
the  past  five  years  are  given  in  the  following  table: 


New  Cases 

i . . 

Deaths 

i 

Non- 

Non- 

Year 

Respiratory 

respiratory 

Respiratory 

respiratory 

1959 

3 

— 

1960 

2 

— 

— 

1961 

7 

1 

1 

1 

1962 

13 

1 

— 

— 

1963 

4 

1 

— 

— 

Eleven  cases  received  sanatorium  treatment  during  the  year. 
The  notification  of  tuberculosis  was  satisfactory  and  it  was  not 
found  necessary  to  take  any  action  regarding  cases  of  neglect  or 
refusal  to  notify. 

The  incidence  and  death  rate  since  1936  is  shown  in  the  follow 
ing  table: 


Case-rate  per  1,000  Death-rate  per  1,000 

population  popuation 


Years 

Respiratory 

Non- 

respiratory 

Respiratory 

Non- 

respiratory 

1936-40 

0.90 

0.54 

0.48 

0.09 

1941-45 

0.72 

0.45 

0.54 

0.09 

1946-50 

0.67 

0.20 

0.21 

0.04 

1951-55 

0.72 

0.17 

0.12 

0.01 

1956-60 

0.27 

0.03 

0.04 

0.00 

1961 

0.45 

0.07 

0.07 

0.07 

1962 

0.82 

0.06 

0.00 

0.00 

1963 

0.25 

0.06 

0.00 

0.00 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 

The  total  number  of  cases  of  infectious  disease  notified  during 
the  year  was  543,  showing  an  increase  of  294  on  the  previous  year. 
The  majority  of  notifications  were  for  dysentery  (363)  and  measles 
(153).  Details  of  the  outbreak  of  dysentery  are  given  in  the  Public 
Health  Inspector’s  report. 

It  is  gratifying  to  report  once  again  that  there  were  no  cases  of 
diphtheria  or  poliomyelitis  in  the  district  during  the  year. 

VACCINATION  AND  IMMUNISATION 

All  parents  are  strongly  advised  to  have  their  children  protected 
against  the  following  diseases : 

Smallpox,  Diphtheria,  Whooping  Cough,  Tetanus,  Polio- 
myelitis, and  Tuberculosis  in  accordance  with  the  following  schedule: 


Schedule  of  Vaccination 


Age 


1 to  6 months 

7 to  11  months 

18  to  21  months 
Smallpox  during 
School  entry 

8 to  12  years 

Over  12  years 


Visit 

Vaccine 

Injec- 

tion 

Interval 

1 

Diphtheria,  Tetanus,  Pertussis 

1 

4-6  weeks 

2 

Diphtheria,  Tetanus,  Pertussis 

2 

4-6  weeks 

3 

Diphtheria,  Tetanus,  Pertussis 

3 

4 

Poliomyelitis  (oral) 

— 

4-8  weeks 

5 

Poliomyelitis  (oral) 

— 

4-8  weeks 

6 

Poliomyelitis  (oral) 

— 

7 

Diphtheria,  Tetanus,  Pertussis 

4 

the  firs 

t 2 years,  preferably  in  the  second 

Diphtheria  and  Tetanus 

Diphtheria  and  Tetanus 
Smallpox  re-vaccination 

B.C.G. 

year. 

Vaccination  against  Smallpox 

This  procedure  should  be  carried  out  preferably  during  the 
second  year  of  life  when  the  risk  of  complications  occurring  is 
minimal,  and  early  protection  against  the  disease  is  afforded. 

The  following  figures  show  the  number  of  vaccinations  carried 
out  in  the  District  during  1963  and  the  previous  four  years: 

1963  1962  1961  1960  1959 

(a)  Number  of  primary  vaccina- 
tions   106  736  122  107  159 

(b)  Number  of  re-vaccinations  . . 25  219  32  17  30 

(c)  Number  of  infants  under  one 

year  included  in  (a)  . . . . 74  189  81  91  137 
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Immunisation  against  Diphtheria,  Whooping  Cough  and  Tetanus 

A combined  vaccine  giving  protection  against  diphtheria, 
whooping  cough,  and  tetanus  is  available,  and  this  is  administered  at 
monthly  intervals  for  three  months.  All  children  should  be  fully 
protected  against  these  three  diseases  before  they  are  6 months  old. 
These  protective  injections  are  available  free  of  charge  at  infant 
welfare  clinics  or  at  the  surgeries  of  general  practitioners. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  children  who  were 
immunised  during  the  year. 

Primary  Reinforcing 


Diphtheria 

* • 

331 

333 

Whooping  Cough 

* • 

322 

57 

Tetanus 

* « 

331 

167 

Total  Diphtheria  Immunisations  in 

1962 

266 

150 

Total  Diphtheria  Immunisations  in 

1961 

256 

417 

Vaccination  against  Poliomyelitis 

Vaccination  against  poliomyelitis  is  at  the  present  time,  offered 
free  to  all  persons  between  the  ages  of  six  months  and  forty  years. 
In  addition,  doctors  and  their  families,  hospital  workers,  expectant 
mothers,  persons  going  to  visit  or  reside  outside  Europe,  Canada  or 
U.S.A.,  dental  surgeons  and  their  staffs  and  families  are  also  eligible 
for  vaccination.  During  the  year  only  oral  vaccination  was  carried  out 
utilising  vaccine  developed  by  Dr.  Sabin,  which  in  addition  to 
being  much  more  easily  administered,  gives  a greater  degree  of 
protection  against  the  disease.  This  vaccine  is  given  by  drops  on 
sugar  lumps  or  as  a syrup  by  spoon  to  young  children. 

As  with  other  immunological  procedures  the  work  is  carried 
out  at  Local  Health  Authority  Clinics  or  by  the  family  practitioner. 

During  the  year  the  following  vaccinations  were  carried  out: 
Sabio  Vaccine  (Oral) 


Age  Groups 

First  Dose 

Second  Dose 

Third  Dose 

0 — 5 years 

274 

66 

147 

5 — 15  years 

13 

8 

21 

1 5 — 40  years 

10 

4 

14 

Total  (all  ages) 

297 

78 

182 
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B.C.G.  Vaccination  against  Tuberculosis 

Under  arrangements  made  by  the  County  Council  parents  of 
children  about  to  leave  school  may  be  invited  to  consent  to  their 
children  being  skin-tested  for  susceptibility  to  tuberculosis  and  to 
their  being  vaccinated  against  the  disease  should  this  be  necessary. 


NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948 

Under  section  47  of  this  Act  (amended  in  1951)  a local  authority 
may  apply  to  a Court  for  an  Order  for  the  compulsory  removal  to 
hospital  or  Part  III  accommodation  of  persons  in  need  of  care  and 
attention,  which  they  are  unable  to  provide  for  themselves  and  which 
they  are  not  receiving  from  other  persons. 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  OTHER  HEALTH  SERVICES 

IN  THE  AREA 

I.  Services  provided  by  the  Manchester  Regional  Hospital  Board 

1.  Hospitals 

There  are  no  hospitals  or  nursing  homes  within  the  Urban 
District,  which  is  served  in  the  main  by  the  undermentioned 
hospitals : 

(a)  General:  Salford  Royal  Hospital;  Park  Hospital,  Davy- 
hulme;  Eccles  and  Patricroft  Hospital. 

(b)  Infectious  Diseases:  Ladywell  Hospital,  Salford. 

(c)  Maternity:  Park  Hospital,  Davyhulme;  Hope  Hospital, 
Salford. 

2.  Tuberculosis  Services 

While  certain  aspects  of  this  work,  more  particularly  the  domi- 
ciliary visiting  of  cases  and  contacts,  come  within  the  province 
of  the  Divisional  Medical  Officer,  the  Regional  Hospital  Board 
does  provide  the  following: 

(a)  Chest  Clinic,  Hope  Hospital,  Salford.  New  cases,  referred 
by  their  family  doctors,  attend  by  appointment. 

(b)  Mass  Miniature  Radiography  Surveys  are  carried  out 
periodically  in  the  district  by  the  Board’s  No.  4 Unit, 
which  is  based  on  Bolton. 

3.  Venereal  Diseases  Clinic 

St.  Luke’s  Clinic,  11  Duke  Street,  Liverpool  Road,  Man- 
chester 3. 
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II.  Services  provided  by  the  Local  Health  Authority 

Irlam  is  one  of  two  constituent  districts  of  Lancashire  County 
Council  Health  Division  No.  16  which  in  addition  includes  the 
Urban  District  of  Urmston. 

The  services  which  are  provided  by  the  County  Council  are  as 
follows : 

1.  Care  of  Mothers  and  Young  Children;  this  includes  ante-natal 
and  child  welfare  clinics,  dental  care,  distribution  of  welfare 
food  and  day  nurseries. 

2.  School  Health  Service. 

3.  Midwifery. 

4.  Health  Visiting. 

5.  Home  Nursing. 

6.  Vaccination  and  Immunisation. 

7.  Ambulance  Service. 

8.  Prevention  of  illness,  care  and  aftercare;  this  includes  the 
chiropody  service,  health  education,  loan  of  nursing  equipment, 
and  convalescence  for  those  who  have  been  ill. 

9.  Home  Help  Service. 

10.  Mental  Health. 

1 1 . Arrangements  for  the  welfare  of  blind,  deaf  and  dumb,  crippled 
and  handicapped  persons. 

12.  Provision  of  Residential  Accommodation  for  the  Aged  and 
Infirm. 


Your  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  in  his  capacity  as  Divisional 
Medical  Officer,  is  the  Officer  locally  responsible  for  the  administra- 
tion of  these  services,  and  any  enquiry  in  regard  to  them  should  be 
addressed  to  him:  Dr.  W.  Sharpe,  b.sc.,  m.b.,  ch.B.,  d.p.h.,  Divi- 
sional Medical  Officer,  Lancashire  County  Council  Health 
Division  No.  16,  5 Queen’s  Road,  Urmston.  Phone  No.  Urmston 
2214. 
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A brief  resume  of  the  above  services  as  available  to  residents 
in  Irlam  is  given  below  (and  in  the  order  in  which  they  are  named 
above) : 


Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  and  School  Health  Service 


Centre 

Hours  of  attendance 

Ante-Natal  Longfield  Lodge,  Liverpool 
and  Post  Natal  Road,  Cadishead. 

Mon.  2 p.m. — 4 p.m 

Child 

Welfare 

1 . Longfield  Lodge,  Liverpool 
Road,  Cadishead. 

2.  515/521  Liverpool  Road, 
Irlam. 

Tues.  2 p.m. — 4 p.m. 

Wed.  2 p.m. — 4 p.m. 

Day  Nursery 

Fiddlers  Lane,  Irlam. 

Monday  to  Friday 
7-30  a.m. — 6 p.m. 

Dental 

Longfield  Lodge,  Liverpool 
Road,  Cadishead. 

By  appointment. 

Immunisation 

Longfield  Lodge,  Liverpool 
Road,  Cadishead. 

By  appointment. 

Minor 

Longfield  Lodge,  Liverpool 

School  Medical  Offi- 

Ailments 

Road,  Cadishead. 

cer  in  attendance, 
Thursday,  monthly 
by  appointment. 

Ophthalmic 

Longfield  Lodge,  Liverpool 
Road,  Cadishead. 

Alternate  Monday 
mornings  by  appoint- 
ment. 

Speech 

Therapy 

59  Cornhill  Rd.,  Davyhulme. 

Cases  referred  by 
School  Medical  Offi- 
cer. 

Midwifery 

The  following  are  the  names  and  addresses  of  the  midwives 
practising  in  Irlam  as  at  the  date  of  writing: 

Telephone  No. 

Miss  M.  L.  Jordan,  44  Elsinore  Avenue,  Irlam  2049 
Irlam. 

Miss  M.  Sutcliffe,  17a  Buckingham  Road.  irlam  3798 
Cadishead. 
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Health  Visitors 


The  services  of  the  following  health  visitors  are  available  in 
Irlam  as  at  the  date  of  writing : 

Miss  P.  M.  Parker,  515/521  Liverpool  Irlam  2996 

Road,  Irlam. 

Miss  K.  Heywood,  515/521  Liverpool  Irlam  2996 

Road,  Irlam. 


Home  Nurses 

The  Home  Nurses  normally  work  under  the  direction  of  the 
family  doctor.  The  names  and  addresses  and  telephone  numbers  of 
these  nurses  are: 

Mrs.  B.  Watson,  10  Hampton  Road,  Cadis-  Irlam  2838 
head. 

Miss  E.  Wharton,  4 Roscoe  Road,  Irlam.  Irlam  2048 
Male  Nurse: 

Mr.  L.  Hutchinson,  7 Wyndcliffe  Drive,  Urmston  4558 
Flixton. 


Ambulance  Service 

In  an  emergency  anyone  may  call  an  ambulance,  by  going  to 
the  nearest  telephone,  lifting  the  receiver,  and,  when  the  operator 
answers,  saying  “Ambulance”. 

In  non-urgent  cases  requests  for  ambulance  transport  can  only 
be  made  by  a doctor,  midwife,  responsible  hospital  official  or  dentist. 

The  telephone  number  is:  Swinton  4343. 


Chiropody  Service 

This  service  is  available  for  those  who  are  aged,  for  registered 
handicapped  persons,  and  for  expectant  mothers.  Application 
should  be  made  to  Longfield  Lodge  Clinic.  Arrangements  can  be 
made  on  the  recommendation  of  a doctor,  health  visitor  or  home 
nurse  for  housebound  cases  to  be  treated  in  their  own  homes. 
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III.  Services  provided  by  the  Lancashire  Executive  Council 

Enquiries  regarding  these  services  should  be  addressed  to  the 
Secretary,  Lancashire  Executive  Council,  42  West  Cliff,  Preston 
Lists  showing  the  names  of  family  doctors,  dentists,  pharmacists 
and  opticians  who  are  under  contract  with  the  Council  can  be  seen 
at  any  Post  Office  or  Public  Library. 


IV.  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service 

Public  Health  Laboratory,  Monsall  Hospital,  Newton  Heath. 
Manchester  10. 


V.  Services  provided  by  Voluntary  Organisations 

The  Irlam  and  Cadishead  Old  People’s  Welfare  Committee 
(Hon.  Secretary,  Mr.  Leslie  W.  Jones,  b.e.m.,  10  Turner  Avenue, 
Irlam)  provides  a visiting  service  for  old  people,  particularly  those 
living  alone.  Other  organisations  which  may  help  in  meeting  par- 
ticular needs  are: 

Cripples  Help  Society,  5 Cross  Street,  Manchester  2. 

Manchester  and  Salford  Blind  Aid  Society,  30  Tonman  Street, 

Manchester  3. 

Irlam  and  Cadishead  Welfare  and  After-Care  Association.  (Hon . 

Secretary,  Mrs.  A.  Hunt,  28  Silver  Street,  Irlam.) 

Women’s  Voluntary  Services.  (Centre  Organiser.  Mrs.  F 

Roberts,  1 Queensway,  Irlam.) 

Irlam  Old  Age  Pensioners’  Association. 

Cadishead  Old  Age  Pensioners’  Association. 


BYE-LAWS 


Bye-laws  with  respect  to  the  following  matters  have  been  made 
by  the  Council  and  are  in  operation  from  the  dates  shown: 


Nuisances 

Parks  and  Pleasure  Grounds 
Smoke  Abatement 
Handling,  wrapping,  etc.  of  food 
Building  Bye-laws 

Building  Bye-laws  (Thermal  Insulation  and 
Flue  Pipes) 

Parks  and  Pleasure  Grounds,  amendment 
of  Bye-law  No.  10 

Control  of  Dogs  on  Roads,  No.  1 Order,  1957 


13th  Oct.,  1922 
5th  April,  1927 
1st  Nov.,  1949 
16th  April,  1950 
14th  Nov.,  1953 

23rd  Aug.,  1960 

1st  March,  1958 
1st  May,  1958 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 

of  the 

SENIOR  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 

for  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1963 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Irlam  Urban  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Madam,  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting  for  your  consideration  my  Annual 
Report  on  the  environmental  health  and  cleansing  services  of  the 
district  for  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1963. 

The  framework  of  the  report  is  similar  to  previous  years, 
embodying  the  necessary  statistics  and  brief  summaries  on  the  various 
sections  of  the  work  of  the  department. 

Whilst  the  presentation  of  this  report  is  a statutory  obligation 
every  endeavour  has  been  made  to  give  the  members  of  the  Council 
a picture  of  the  work  carried  out  in  the  department  during  the  year 
under  review. 

When  compiling  a report  such  as  this,  one  is  tempted  to  ask 
the  question:  “To  what  end  are  we  striving — a Utopia  where  con- 
ditions are  perfect  and  the  only  report  being  that  all  is  well?”.  Whilst 
we  know  that  we  will  never  achieve  this  ultimate  end  the  whole 
resources  of  the  department  have  been  directed  to  improve  con- 
ditions in  every  field  of  our  activities.  The  coming  into  operation 
of  the  second  smoke  control  order  has  made  a marked  improvement 
in  that  area.  It  is  therefore  hoped  that  the  conditions  which  influenced 
the  Council  in  their  decision  to  postpone  future  orders  will  soon  be 
rectified  and  an  early  start  made  on  the  next  area. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year  much  of  the  staff’s  time  was 
occupied  by  an  outbreak  of  Sonnei  Dysentery,  details  of  which  are 
given  in  the  body  of  the  report. 

The  Public  Cleansing  Service  whilst  rapidly  expanding  has 
continued  to  work  smoothly  and  efficiently  and  despite  the  many 
difficulties,  a weekly  collection  of  household  refuse  was  maintained. 
It  is  interesting  to  note  that  out  of  a complement  of  sixteen  men 
the  average  turn-out  over  the  whole  of  the  year  was  only  fourteen 
men.  In  effect  it  means  that  holidays  and  sickness  are  equal  to  an 
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eighth  of  the  total  manpower  of  the  service.  The  salvage  returns 
for  the  year  can  only  be  described  as  very  satisfactory,  the  income 
from  the  sale  of  same  being  the  highest  since  1951. 

In  conclusion  I have  again  to  express  my  appreciation  to  the 
Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Public  Health  Committee,  to  Dr. 
Sharpe,  to  all  Chief  Officers  and  their  staff,  and  in  particular  to  the 
staff  and  workmen  in  the  department  for  their  help  and  support 
throughout  the  year. 

I am, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

LESLIE  HALL, 

Senior  Public  Health  Inspector 
and  Cleansing  Superintendent. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT, 
Council  Offices, 

Irlam. 
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SUMMARY  OF  VISITS 


Agriculture  (Safety,  Health,  and  Welfare  Provisions)  Act,  1956 
Clean  Air  Act,  1956 — 

Smoke  Control  Areas:  Survey  ..  ..  ..  ..  656 

Adaptations  . . . . . . 2067 

Contraventions  of  Orders  . . 92 

Other  Visits  . . . . . . 7 

Atmospheric  Pollution:  Complaints,  etc. . . ..  ..  65 

Measurement  of  Atmospheric 
Pollution..  ..  ..  ..  555 

Other  Visits  . . . . . . 14 

Education  Act,  1944:  Standards  for  School  Premises 

Regulations,  1954  . . . . . . . . . . . . 7 

Factories  Act,  1961  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  74 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955:  Food  Sampling  and  Inspection  35 

Bakehouses  . . . . . . 6 

Canteens/Kitchens  . . . . 28 

Cafes,  Snack  Bars  . . . . 11 

Ice  Cream  Premises  . . . . 44 

Licensed  Premises  . . . . 12 

Manufacturers  Cooked  Meats  24 

Meat  Shops  . . . . . . 18 

Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations  64 

Other  Food  Premises  . . 162 

Housing:  Housing  Act,  1957  ..  ..  ..  ..  315 

Rent  Act,  1957  . . . . . . . . . . 57 

National  Assistance  Act,  1951  . . . . . . . . 3 

Noise  Abatement  Act,  1960  . . . . . . . . . . 8 

Petroleum  (Regulation)  Acts,  1928 — 1957  . . . . . . 52 

Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949  . . . . . . 162 

Public  Health  Act,  1936:  Accumulations  . . . . . . 104 

Animals  so  kept  . . . . . . 14 

Dirty  Houses  . . . . . . 31 

Drainage,  public  sewers,  etc.  . . 320 

Dwelling  houses  — complaints, 
nuisances,  etc.  . . . . . . 337 

Interviews  with  owners,  etc.  . . 69 

Infectious  Disease : Visits  to 

households . . 453 

Other  visits . . 55 

Infestations  of  insect  pests  . . 66 

Moveable  dwellings  . . . . 8 

Mortuary  . . . . . . . . 11 

Public  Cleansing:  Refuse  Disposal  ..  ..  ..  ..  198 

Salvage  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  162 

Refuse  Collection  . . . . . . . . 254 

Other  visits  . . . . . . . . . . 13 

Shops  Acts,  1950 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 266 

Miscellaneous  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 35 


Total  number  of  visits  . . . . . . . . . . . . 6941 
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OFFICE  ROUTINE 


It  is  not  generally  realised  that  a large  proportion  of  the  clerical 
work  in  the  department  is  mandatory  on  the  Council  by  Statute. 
This  work,  which  deals  mainly  with  persons  and  their  environment 
is  strictly  confidential,  and  as  such  is  not  communicated  to  any 
other  source  than  the  appropriate  department  of  the  various 
Ministries  and  the  County  Council.  The  fact  that  this  important  and 
confidential  work  goes  on  week  after  week  each  year  without  notice 
or  recognition  pays  tribute  to  the  efficiency  and  reliability  of  the 
staff*  in  the  office. 

The  year  1963  was  like  its  immediate  predecessor,  a heavy  one 
on  the  clerical  side  due  to  the  increased  and  expanding  work  on 
Smoke  Control  Areas,  and  again  it  is  pleasing  to  report  that  on 
numerous  occasions  expressions  of  thanks  have  been  received  from 
residents  and  owners  for  the  courteous  manner  in  which  their 
queries  have  been  dealt  with  by  the  office  staff. 

With  the  advent  of  new  legislation  the  clerical  work  in  the 
department  increases  correspondingly  and  it  is  therefore  a pleasure 
to  report  that  the  work  is  being  carried  on  in  a most  efficient  manner 
and  that  at  the  end  of  the  year  all  records  and  reports  were  up  to  date. 


FOOD  INSPECTION 

There  are  no  slaughterhouses  or  knackers  yards  within  the 
district. 

With  the  exception  of  a few  products  grown  on  the  moss  all 
foodstuffs  sold  in  the  area  are  brought  in  from  the  markets  at  either 
Manchester  or  Warrington.  The  fact  that  the  foodstuffs  are  sound 
when  they  leave  the  market  does  not  relieve  us  of  our  responsibility 
to  ensure  that  it  is  sound  when  it  is  eventually  sold  to  the  customer. 
For  this  purpose  regular  visits  are  made  to  all  food  premises,  in 
particular  those  engaged  in  the  preparation  of  foods.  The  general 
quality  of  foodstuffs  in  the  works  canteens,  cafes,  etc.,  and  in  fact 
in  all  but  a very  small  minority  of  the  retail  shops  is  excellent.  It 
is  more  of  a rule  to  be  called  in  to  inspect  and  pass  judgment  on 
doubtful  stock  than  to  find  it  during  routine  inspection. 

In  spite  of  the  high  standard  and  goodwill  between  the  trade 
and  ourselves  it  is  necessary  on  some  occasions  to  have  to  resort 
to  legal  proceedings.  Such  a case  happened  during  the  year  under 
review  when  it  was  found  necessary  to  insititute  proceedings  against 
a firm  of  bakers  for  the  sale  of  a loaf  which  was  considered  unfit  for 
human  consumption.  The  case  was  proved  and  the  defendants  fined 
£15  with  £13  10s.  costs. 
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The  following  table  gives  details  of  the  amount  of  food  con- 
demned as  being  unfit  for  human  consumption  during  the  year: 

lbs.  tins 


Beef  10 

Cod  fillets  . . . . . . 7 

Apples  . . . . . . . . 6 

Chopped  pork  . . . . . . 5 


With  the  march  of  progress  new  problems  appear.  This  is  true 
even  in  the  field  of  food  inspection  due  to  the  popularity  of  the  frozen 
food  cabinet.  This  type  of  food  pack  is  now  very  popular  in  all 
classes  of  district,  our  own  therefore  being  no  exception. 

The  problem  arises  when  there  has  been  an  electrical  fault, 
particularly  at  week-ends  when  there  is  no  check  on  how  long  the 
apparatus  was  out  of  order.  Most  of  the  foods  are  in  sealed  packs 
and  to  open  them  for  inspection  would  render  them  unsaleable. 
On  the  other  hand  it  may  be  dangerous  to  pronounce  them  fit  for 
human  consumption.  The  only  compromise  is  to  certify  them  as 


being  unsaleable  which  usually  meets  with 
producer  and  shopkeeper. 

the  approval  of  the 

The  following  list  gives  items  which  came  under  this  category 
during  1963: 

Packets 

Peas 

138 

Beans 

54 

Other  vegetables 

46 

Stew  beef 

6 

Steaklets 

25 

Beefburgers 

17 

Beef  slices 

10 

Chicken  and  mushroom 

12 

Chicklets 

1 

Fish 

174 

Fish  and  chips 

14 

Chips 

43 

Complete  dinners 

23 

Pies 

25 

Sausage  rolls 

11 

Cakes 

14 

Pastry  . . 

20 

All  condemned  foodstuffs  were  disposed  of  with  the  household 
refuse  on  the  controlled  tip. 
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FOOD  PREMISES 


iber  of  Food  Premises , by  type  of  business , in  district  at  end  of  year 

Type  of  business 

General  Grocers  and  Provision  Dealers 

• • 

Number 

43 

Greengrocers  and  fruiterers 

• . 

17 

Fishmongers 

• • 

1 

Meat  Shops 

• • 

15 

Bakers  and/or  confectioners 

• • 

12 

Fried  Fish  shops 

• • 

10 

Sugar  confectioners,  ice  cream,  etc.  . . 

• • 

23 

Licensed  premises,  clubs,  canteens,  cafes,  snack  bars 
and  similar  catering  establishments  . . 

41 

Others  . . 

• • 

7 

Number  of  Food  Premises , by  type  of  business , registered  under  Section 
16  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act , 1955,  (< excluding  ice  cream  premises ), 
and  Section  14  of  the  Lancashire  County  Council  ( General  Powers) 


Act,  1951 

Food  and 

Type  of  Business  Drugs  Act 

Number 


Lancs.  C.C. 
Act 

Number 


General  Grocers  and  Provision 
Dealers 

Greengrocers  and  Fruiterers 
Meat  Shops 

Bakers  and/or  Confectioners 


4 

1 

8 

4 


1 


The  report  on  food  premises  is  again  one  of  steady  progress. 
The  odd  improvement  here  and  there,  although  not  in  itself  very 
noticeable,  gradually  raises  the  overall  standard  throughout  the 
district.  It  is  true  to  say  that  the  general  standards  are  good.  The 
majority  of  traders  are  not  only  maintaining  that  standard  but  are 
continually  improving  their  methods  and  premises. 

Despite  this  general  improvement  it  cannot  be  concealed  that 
we  still  have  some  who  have  to  be  kept  under  constant  observation 
by  regular  visits  in  order  to  keep  them  up  to  the  absolute  minimum 
standard  required  by  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations.  In  fact  eight 
such  traders,  although  conditions  at  their  premises  were  not  serious 
enough  for  prosecution,  had  to  be  admonished  for  lack  of  cleanliness 
in  food  rooms. 
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The  following  table  shows  the  position  at  the  end  of  1963 
and  gives  details  of  work  done  during  the  year: 


Out- 

stand- 

ing 

31st 

Dec., 

1962 

Foi 

during 

ind 
l 1963 

Out- 

stand- 

ing 

31st 

Dec., 

1963 

Contravention 
or  Defect 

Shop 

Pre- 

mises 

Other 

food 

Pre- 

mises 

Total 

found 

1963 

Total 

reme- 

died 

1963 

Cleanliness  of  Equipment 
Insufficient  Protection  of 

— 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

food 

2 

2 

— 

2 

4 

— 

Defective  drainage 

Sanitary  Conveniences: 

— 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

Cleanliness  and  repair. . 

3 

3 

— 

3 

3 

3 

Lighting 

Notice  re  washing  of 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

hands 

Wash  hand  basin  with 

2 

4 

— 

4 

3 

3 

hot  and  cold  water 

6 

1 

— 

1 

2 

5 

Soap  and  Towels . . 

— 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

First  Aid  Equipment 
Accommodation  for 

— 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

clothes 

Sinks  with  hot  and  cold 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

water  . . 

1 

1 

— 

1 

1 

1 

Cleanliness  of  food  room 

3 

8 

— 

8 

5 

6 

Repair  of  food  room  . . 

3 

1 

— 

1 

2 

2 

Accumulations  . . 

— 

4 

— 

4 

3 

1 

Animals  in  food  room  . . 

1 

1 

1 

Totals 

22 

29 

— 

29 

29 

22 

If  figures  and  statistics  do  prove  anything  it  is  that  the  work  in 
this  connection  is  progressive  and  at  no  period  can  one  report  that 
everything  is  entirely  satisfactory. 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS 

1 am  indebted  to  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the 
following  details  of  samples  taken  under  the  provisions  of  the  Food 
and  Drugs  Act,  1955,  during  1963: 
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A total  of  33  samples  was  obtained,  consisting  of  47  samples  of 
milk  (three  of  which  were  Channel  Islands  milk)  and  36  others 
comprising: 


2 Flour  confectionery 
l Beef  sausages 

1 Orange  drink 

2 Lard 

1 Potted  meat 

2 Dried  fruit 

1 Jelly  powder,  unsweetened 
1 Dried  milk 
1 Barley 
1 Sweets 
1 Olive  oil  B.P. 

1 Cream,  sterilised 

2 Fresh  fruit 

2 Fruit  curd,  lemon 


2 Pork  sausages 
2 Self  raising  flour 
2 Ice  lollies 
1 White  pepper 

1 Condensed  milk,  machine 

skimmed,  sweetened 

2 Ice-cream 

1 Fresh  vegetables 
1 Cheshire  cheese 
1 Gelatine 

1 Zinx  ozide  ointment  B.P. 
1 Tea 

1 Ground  almonds 
1 Bread 


The  County  Analyst  gave  an  adverse  report  on  the  following 
sample: 


Type  of  sample 
1 Ground 
Almonds 


Result  of  analysis 
Acid  value  of  extracted 
oil  15.6 


Action  taken 
Remaining  stock 
withdrawn  from  sale 


ICE  CREAM 

There  is  only  one  manufacturer  of  ice  cream  in  the  district. 
The  ice  cream  is  made  from  a “cold  mix”.  The  standard  of  cleanliness 
maintained  in  this  establishment  is  very  satisfactory. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  33  retailers  of  ice  cream  on 
the  register — this  being  a decrease  of  four  on  the  previous  year  and 
ten  less  than  in  1960. 


MILK  AND  DAIRIES 

Number  of  registered  distributors  operating  from: — 

(a)  Dairies  in  the  district  . . . . . . 3 

(b)  Shops  in  the  district  other  than  dairies  37 

Licences  for  the  retailing  of  milk  by  distributors  in  the  district 
are  now  issued  by  the  Lancashire  County  Council. 

Apart  from  routine  inspections  no  special  action  was  taken 
throughout  the  year. 

HOUSING 

General  conditions  of  houses  in  the  district  as  considered  by 
the  Housing  Act  standards,  are  quite  satisfactory  there  being  no 
so-called  slum  areas.  Houses  reaching  the  end  of  their  economic  life 
are  dealt  with  as  individual  unfit  houses.  Eight  were  condemned 
during  the  year  under  review. 
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The  position  at  the  end  of  the  year  was: 

Houses  condemned  (Demolition  Orders)  1963  . . ..  1 

Closing  Order  in  lieu  of  demolition  . . . . . . 1 

Voluntary  undertakings  to  demolish  . . . . . . 6 

Houses  demolished  during  the  year: 

By  order  . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 

Voluntarily  . . . . . . . . . . . . 4 

Tenants  rehoused  during  the  year:  Families  Persons 

By  Council  . . . . . . . . 6 18 

Condemned  property  still  standing  at  31-12-63: 


Houses  Families  Persons 

Houses  occupied  ....  2 2 5 

Houses  unoccupied  . . . . 5 — — 

An  attempt  was  made  to  interest  owners  in  modernising 
existing  houses  where  the  structure  was  good  but  lacking  in  the 
modern  amenities.  A survey  of  two  wards  in  the  district  was  made 
but  the  idea  was  later  abandoned  due  to  lack  of  interest  and  support 
on  the  part  of  the  owners. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  if  this  type  of  property  is  to  be  brought 
up  to  present  day  accepted  standards  some  form  of  compulsion  will 
have  to  be  adopted  before  any  real  headway  can  be  made. 

Whilst  it  is  true  that  the  owners  show  no  interest  or  inclination 
to  improve  their  properties  the  general  standard  of  repair  is  quite 
good  and  no  difficulties  were  encountered  in  this  sphere. 


OVERCROWDING 

There  is  comparatively  little  statutory  overcrowding  known  in 
the  district.  One  new  case  was  discovered  and  two  cases  were  still 
outstanding  from  the  previous  year.  All  cases  were  due  to  natural 
increases  in  the  family  or  to  members  of  the  family  attaining  the 
age  when  they  are  classed  as  “adult”. 
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RENT  ACT,  1957 

The  Rent  Restrictions  Regulations,  1957 

The  following  table  gives  details  of  the  forms  issued  and  action 
taken  under  the  provisions  of  the  Act  during  1963  and  also  for  the 
six  years  since  the  Act  came  into  force: 

From 

commence- 
ment of 
the  Act 

484 
63 
7 


Form  1963 

(a)  Forms  issued  to  Tenants,  etc. 

G “Notice  by  tenant  to  landlord  of  defects” . . 30 

1 “Application  by  tenant  for  Certificate  of 

Disrepair”  . . . . . . . . . . 12 

O “Certificates  as  to  remedying  of  defects — 
applications” 


(b)  Action  taken  under  the  Act 

I “Application  for  Certificate  of  Disrepair” . . 9 

— “Decisions  not  to  issue  certificates”  . . — 

J “Notice  by  L.A.  to  landlord — ^1  Some 

Proposal  to  issue  Certificate  ^Defects  3 

of  Disrepair” . . . . . . j All  Defects  6 

9 

— “Undertakings  given  to  tenants  prior  to 

serving  form  ‘J’  after  application  by 
tenants”  . . . . . . . . . . — 

K “Undertakings  by  Landlord  to  remedy 

defects”  . . . . . . . . . . 9 

— “Undertakings  refused  by  local  authority”  — 

L “Certificates  of  Disrepair  issued”  . . . . — 

9 


61 

2 

26 

33 

61 


3 

45* 

3 

13 

60 


includes  two  for  same  house — 1 refused,  1 accepted. 


M “Application  by  Landlord  to  cancel  Certifi- 
cate of  Disrepair”  . . . . . . . . — 

N “Notices  served  on  tenants  as  to  cancelling” 

— “Objections  by  tenant”  . . . . . . — 

— “Decisions  to  cancel  in  spite  of  objection” . . — 

— “Certificates  cancelled”  . . . . . . — 

O “Application  for  Certificates  as  to  remedy- 
ing of  defects”  . . . . . . . . 23 

P “Certificate  as  to  remedying  of  defects”  . . 23 

— “Court  cases  disputing  certain  items”  . . — 


5 

5 

1 

5 

86 

84 

2 


Again  the  main  function  of  the  department  has  been  in  the 
capacity  of  advice  bureau  both  for  the  tenants  and  landlords. 
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COMPLAINTS 

414  complaints  were  received  and  investigated  during  the  year. 
The  following  is  a summary  of  the  complaints: 


Complaint 

No. 

Visits 

Accumulations 

22 

104 

Animals  so  kept 

5 

14 

Atmospheric  pollution 

9 

65 

Housing  defects 

34 

406 

Dirty  houses  . . 

3 

31 

Infestations  insect  pests 

126 

66 

Obstructed  or  defective  drains 

50 

320 

Overcrowding  . . 

. , 

6 

15 

Noise 

2 

8 

Rats  and  Mice 

145 

162 

Miscellaneous  . . 

• • 

12 

8 

414 

1199 

The  total  number  of  414  complaints  or  requests  for  assistance 
is  the  highest  for  over  ten  years,  and  yet  when  compared  with  previous 
years  it  will  be  seen  that  the  increase  is  due  entirely  to  three  items, 
rats  and  mice,  insect  pests,  and  choked  or  defective  drains. 

With  regard  to  the  other  items  there  has  been  a marked  decrease 
over  the  same  period,  particularly  in  complaints  regarding  housing 
defects. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT,  1936 

Arising  out  of  complaints  under  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936, 
28  informal  and  29  statutory  notices  were  served  during  the  year. 
In  every  case  the  notices  were  complied  with  without  having  to 
resort  to  legal  proceedings. 

The  following  statement  gives  details  of  defects  found  and  work 
carried  out  under  the  supervision  of  the  department: 

Found  Remedied 

Housing 


Rising  dampness 

8 

6 

Penetrating  dampness 

6 

7 

House  walls  (defective  pointing,  etc.) 

26 

27 

Ceilings  and  walls  requiring  plastering 

9 

12 

Roofs  defective 

17 

17 

Chimneys  (flashings,  etc.,  defective) 
Eavesgutter  and  rainwater  downspouts  de- 

9 

5 

fective 

22 

17 

Floors  defective 

9 

10 

Skirting  boards  defective 

1 

2 
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Housing — cont. 

Found 

Remedied 

Window  frames  and  sash  cords  requiring 

repair  or  renewal 

28 

27 

Window  sills  defective 

1 

2 

Doors  defective 

15 

10 

Weatherboards  requiring  renewal 

4 

6 

Stairs  defective 

3 

2 

Handrails  to  stairs  defective 

1 

1 

Firegrates  defective 

6 

4 

Paths  defective 

2 

2 

Burst  water  pipes 

13 

13 

Miscellaneous  . . 

24 

19 

Drainage 

Choked  drains  and  public  sewers 

39 

40 

Drains  to  be  repaired  or  reconstructed 

11 

11 

Soil  pipes  to  be  repaired  or  reconstructed  . . 

2 

2 

Sanitary  Fittings  and  Amenities 

Sinks  required 

2 

2 

Sink  and  bath  waste  pipes  defective 

2 

2 

Cisterns  defective 

4 

3 

Water  closet  compartments  requiring  repair 

or  cleansing 

2 

— 

New  water  closet  pedestals  required 

6 

6 

New  wash  hand  basins  required 

2 

1 

Miscellaneous 

Accumulations 

16 

14 

Dirty  houses 

2 

2 

MOVEABLE  DWELLINGS 

There  are  now  no  licensed  sites  for  moveable  dwellings  in  the 
district.  The  site  in  Fiddlers  Lane  has  been  converted  into  a garage 
site  the  licence  therefore  being  revoked. 

As  usual  we  did  have  our  quota  of  gypsies  and  “travelling 
junk  men“  during  the  year.  However,  no  unpleasantness  or  difficulty 
was  encountered,  and  the  sites  used  were  left  in  a clean  condition. 

WATER  SUPPLY 

With  the  exception  of  a few  properties  in  the  Glazebury  Moss 
area  which  are  supplied  by  the  Warrington  Corporation,  the  whole 
of  the  Urban  District  is  served  by  the  mains  of  the  Manchester 
Corporation  Waterworks  Department.  The  supply  is  constant  and 
all  premises  are  supplied  direct  from  the  mains.  The  supply  is 
satisfactory  in  both  quality  and  quantity.  All  water  is  treated  prior 
to  supply  by  the  water  undertakings. 

There  was  no  evidence  of  plumbo-solvent  action.  Two  com  - 
plaints  were  received  regarding  discolouration  of  water.  Both  cases 
were  investigated  and  samples  taken  for  bacteriological  examination 
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which  proved  to  be  satisfactory.  The  cause  of  the  discolouration  in 
one  case  was  alterations  to  the  water  main  and  in  the  second  case 
the  main  to  a section  of  the  moss  area  required  flushing. 

There  are  5,478  dwelling  houses  in  the  area,  all  of  which  are 
supplied  directly  from  the  public  water  mains,  thus  covering  the 
whole  of  the  population  (16,190)  of  the  district. 


WATER  COURSES 

The  natural  water  courses  in  the  district  are  the  Glaze  Brook, 
Platts  Brook,  and  sections  of  the  old  bed  of  the  River  Irwell.  In 
addition  to  these  there  are  many  irrigation  ditches  on  the  moss  area. 

Routine  tours  of  inspection  were  made  during  the  year  and 
conditions  were  found  to  be  satisfactory. 


DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE 

Apart  from  the  dwellings  on  the  moss  area  all  properties  are 
connected  to  the  sewers. 

The  sewage  is  received  and  dealt  with  at  the  Council’s  new 
sewage  works  situated  at  Cumberland  Avenue,  Cadishead.  The 
completion  of  the  new  main  sewer  and  the  new  sewage  works  has 
eliminated  one  of  the  major  public  health  problems  in  the  district. 
The  new  works  has  been  designed  to  cater  not  only  for  the  present 
day  demand  but  also  for  any  future  development  in  the  Urban  District 
and  neighbouring  areas.  As  with  the  former  plant  the  sewage  puri- 
fication is  by  the  activated  sludge  method. 


SANITARY  ACCOMMODATION 


The  following  approximate  particulars  are  given  of  conveniences 
in  the  district  at  the  end  of  1963: 


No.  of  fresh-water  closets 
No.  of  pail  closets 
No.  of  privy-middens 
No.  of  chemical  closets 


6532 

51 

2 

11 


Only  46  premises  are  not  on  the  water  carriage  system — all  of 
these  are  situated  on  the  moss  area.  The  balance  of  the  pail  closets 
etc.,  is  where  these  have  been  kept  in  use  for  the  workmen  after  the 
farm  houses  have  been  converted  to  the  water  carriage  system. 


COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES 

There  are  no  common  lodging  houses  situated  within  the  district 
boundaries. 
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AGRICULTURE  (SAFETY,  HEALTH, 

AND  WELFARE  PROVISIONS)  ACT,  1956 

This  Act,  which  covers  a very  wide  field  relating  to  the  safety, 
health  and  welfare  of  agricultural  workers  only  implicates  local 
authorities  in  the  section  dealing  with  sanitary  accommodation. 
The  requirements  of  the  section  of  the  Act  we  have  to  deal  with  are 
reasonably  complied  with,  there  being  no  contraventions  noted 
during  the  year. 


ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION 

The  Chairman  of  the  Public  Health  Committee  and  Senior 
Public  Health  Inspector  were  appointed  the  Council’s  representatives 
on  the  Manchester  and  District  Regional  Clean  Air  Committee. 

Your  Inspector  was  again  re-elected  as  a Member  of  the  North 
West  Divisional  Council  of  the  National  Clean  Air  Society. 

The  year  1963  started  with  the  prospect  of  being  a year  in  which 
one  could  report  excellent  progress.  The  No.  2 Smoke  Control  Area 
came  into  force  on  1st  July,  1963,  No.  3 Area  was  submitted  to  the 
Ministry  for  confirmation,  and  plans  were  well  in  hand  for  No.  4 
Area.  The  Council’s  decision  to  suspend  the  programme  and  with- 
draw the  Area  submitted  to  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local 
Government  for  confirmation,  not  only  rendered  six  months’  work 
null  and  void  but  also  made  it  impossible  to  maintain  the  schedule 
as  previously  sent  to  the  Ministry. 

A far  more  reaching  result  is  the  effect  it  has  had  on  persons 
already  in  an  operative  smoke  control  area  who  in  the  first  instance 
had  to  be  converted  into  the  idea  of  clean  air.  They  now  feel  that 
the  problem  could  not  have  been  as  bad  as  was  portrayed  to  them 
and  it  is  increasingly  difficult  to  maintain  the  co-operation  which  we 
have  built  up  since  the  inception  of  the  schemes. 

The  collection  of  data  regarding  the  pollution  in  the  atmos- 
phere continued  throughout  the  year.  For  this  purpose  there  are 
now  three  volumetric  apparatus  situated  at  Longfield  Lodge, 
Cadishead,  the  Child  Welfare  Centre,  515/521  Liverpool  Road, 
Irlam,  and  the  Co-operative  Wholesale  Society  Limited,  Margarine 
Works,  Irlam,  respectively,  the  latter  being  in  operation  from 
1st  January,  1963. 

The  following  tables  show  the  average  monthly  figure  for 
smoke  and  S02  for  the  year  1963  and  previous  years  as  recorded 
at  Longfield  Lodge,  Cadishead,  the  Child  Welfare  Centre,  515/521 
Liverpool  Road,  Irlam,  and  the  Co-operative  Wholesale  Society 
Limited,  Margarine  Works,  Irlam.  Monthly  comparisons  between 
1961,  1962  and  1963  are  shown  for  Longfield  Lodge,  Cadishead, 
and  the  Child  Welfare  Centre,  Irlam,  and  a comparison  between 
the  three  stations  for  1963: 
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(i)  Average  Monthly  Sulphur  Dioxide  Concentration  expressed  as 
Microgrammes  per  cubic  metre. 


Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Apl 

May 

Jun 

July 

Aug 

Sep 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

1963 

Cadishead 

430 

275 

152 

150 

124 

222 

75 

74 

117 

102 

129 

248 

Irlam  C.W.C. 

509 

345 

267 

210 

148 

140 

167 

210 

151 

188 

250 

342 

Irlam  C.W.S. 

469 

288 

204 

174 

121 

98 

86 

75 

125 

128 

175 

292 

Cadishead 

1961 

255 

146 

160 

149 

133 

95 

83 

90 

91 

106 

281 

358 

1962 

270 

157 

247 

176 

121 

70 

94 

62 

102 

125 

252 

273 

1963 

430 

275 

152 

150 

124 

222 

75 

74 

117 

102 

129 

248 

Irlam  C.W.C. 
1961 

323 

235 

189 

209 

148 

88 

60 

79 

138 

172 

282 

408 

1962 

373 

182 

282 

176 

146 

101 

105 

113 

152 

206 

334 

379 

1963 

509 

345 

267 

210 

148 

140 

167 

210 

151 

188 

250 

342 

(ii)  Average  Monthly  Smoke  Concentration  expressed  as  Micro- 
grammes  per  cubic  metre. 


Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Apl 

May 

Jun 

July 

Aug 

Sep 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

1963 

Cadishead 

238 

112 

89 

71 

46 

68 

64 

46 

124 

62 

111 

253 

Irlam  C.W.C. 

425 

350 

201 

183 

101 

103 

90 

84 

197 

138 

200 

369 

Irlam  C.W.S. 

376 

286 

148 

137 

74 

60 

52 

49 

146 

108 

167 

354 

Cadishead 

1961 

230 

130 

110 

150 

123 

77 

68 

61 

79 

73 

208 

278 

1962 

238 

104 

209 

88 

74 

45 

40 

45 

149 

143 

256 

237 

1963 

238 

112 

89 

71 

46 

68 

64 

46 

124 

62 

in 

253 

Irlam  C.W.C. 
1961 

280 

190 

190 

160 

118 

59 

53 

31 

86 

78 

274 

429 

1962 

328 

172 

296 

152 

96 

65 

58 

79 

216 

241 

372 

370 

1963 

425 

350 

201 

183 

101 

103 

90 

84 

197 

138 

200 

369 

SHOPS  ACT,  1950 

Work  under  this  heading  has  mainly  been  of  a routine  nature. 
266  visits  were  made  to  shops  during  the  year.  The  provisions  of 
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the  Act  were  being  satisfactorily  complied  with.  Whilst  the  number 
of  shops  in  the  district  remain  fairly  static  there  has  been  quite  a 
number  of  changes  in  occupiers.  In  most  cases  the  new  shopkeepers 
have  had  no  previous  experience  in  Shops  Act  procedure  and  it  is 
the  department’s  policy  to  visit  as  soon  as  possible  after  a change 
to  inform  the  new  occupants  of  their  responsibilities  and  afford  them 
every  assistance  possible.  There  are  247  shops  in  the  district  (120  in 
Irlam  and  127  in  Cadishead). 


FACTORIES  ACT,  1961 

The  number  of  factories  on  the  register  at  the  end  of  the  year 

was: 


Number 

on 

Register 

31-12-62 

Added 

to 

Register 

1963 

Deleted 

from 

Register 

1963 

Number 

on 

Register 

31-12-63 

Mechanical  factories 

42 

3 

2 

43 

Non-Mechanical  factories . . 

2 

— 

— 

2 

Building  sites,  etc.  . . 

10 

8 

— 

18 

Outworkers  . . 

2 

1 

1 

2 

Totals  . . 

56 

12 

3 

65 

A total  of  74  visits  were  made  in  connection  with  the  administra- 
tion of  this  Act  and  the  following  table  gives  details  of  contraventions 
noted  and  remedied: 


Contravention 

Out- 

standing 

31-12-62 

Found 

1963 

Remedied 

1963 

Written 

off 

1963 

Out- 

standing 

31-12-63 

Sanitary 

Accommodation 

Structural  defects 

2 

2 

Defective  water  closets 
and  flushing  systems, 
etc.  . . 

5 

2 

4 

3 

Lack  of  cleanliness  . . 

6 

4 

7 

— 

3 

Decorating  required. . 

11 

5 

10 

— 

6 

Absence  of  interven- 
ing ventilated  space 

1 

__ 



1 

Absence  of  doors  and / 
or  locks 

1 

_ 

1 

Insanitary  sanitary 
accommodation 

3 

1 

Absence  of  sanitary 
accommodation 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

TOTALS  . . 

25 

14 

21 

1 

17 
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The  following  are  the  prescribed  particulars  on  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  Act. 


Part  I 

1.  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health. 


Number 

on 

Register 

Number 

of 

Premises 

Inspec- 

tions 

Written 

notices 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

Factories  in  which  Section 

1,  2,  3,  4 and  6 are  to  be 
enforced  by  local  auth- 
orities 

2 

2 

Factories  not  included  above 
in  which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the  local 
authority  . . 

43 

68 

6 



Other  premises  in  which 
Section  7 is  enforced  by 
the  local  authority 

18 

1 

— 

— 

Totals  . . 

63 

71 

6 

— 

2.  Cases  in  which  defects  were  found. 


Number  of  cases  in  which 

Number  of 

defects  were  found 

cases  in 

— — ■ ■-  - - 

which  pro- 

Particulars 

Referred 

Referred 

secutions 

Reme- 

to  H.M. 

by  H.M. 

were 

Found 

died 

Inspector 

Inspector 

instituted 

(S.l)  Want  of  cleanliness . . 







— 

(S.2)  Overcrowding 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(S.3)  Unreasonable  tern- 

perature 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(S.4)  Inadequate  ventila- 

tion 

— 

— 

— 

(S.6)  Ineffective  drainage 

of  floors 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(S.7)  Sanitary  Conveni- 

ences : 

Insufficient 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Unsuitable  or  defective 

5 

7 

— 

— 

— 

Not  separate  for  sexes 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences  against  the 

Act 

Totals 

6 

7 

— 

— 

— 
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Part  VIII 

Outwork — Sections  133  and  134. 


Section  133 

Secti 

on  134 

1 

Nature 
of  work 

No.  of  out- 
workers in 
August  list 
required 
by  Section 

1 33(1  )(c) 

No.  of 
cases  of 
default 
in  sending 
lists  to 
the  Council 

No.  of 
prosecu- 
tions for 
failure 
to  supply 
lists 

No.  of 
instances 
of  work  in 
unwhole- 
some 
premises 

Not- 

ices 

served 

1 

Pro- 

secu- 

tions 

Wearing 
apparel : 
Making, 
etc.  . . 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  AND  DISINFECTIONS 

Owing  to  a prolonged  outbreak  of  sonnei  dysentery,  details 
of  which  are  given  below,  work  on  this  branch  of  our  activities 
was  much  heavier  than  usual  occupying  the  greater  part  of  your 
Inspector’s  time  during  the  last  three  months  of  the  year. 

The  following  tables  give  particulars  of  visits  made  and  action 
taken  regarding  the  control  of  infectious  disease  with  special 
reference  to  the  dysentery  outbreak: 

1)  Genera!  Statistics  Other 

Infectious 


Dysentery 

Disease 

Total 

Visits  to  households 

446 

7 

453 

Number  of  families  investigated  in 
minor  dysentery  outbreak  1-4-63 

-17-6-63  

16 

— 

16 

Number  of  families  investigated  in 
major  dysentery  outbreak  1 5-7-63 

-31-12-63  

346 

— 

346 

Visits  to  food  premises,  etc. 

1 

9 

10 

Visits  to  schools 

4 

— 

4 

Visits  to  Public  Health  Laboratory 

112 

1 

113 

Visits  to  Irlam  Day  Nursery 

22 

11 

33 

Outfits  distributed  . . 

1538 

12 

1550 

Faeces  specimens  submitted  to  Pub- 

lie  Health  Laboratory  . . 

1533 

8 

1539 

Nose  and  finger  swabs  submitted  to 

Public  Health  Laboratory 

— 

4 

4 

Houses  fumigated 

— 

1 

1 

Rooms  fumigated 

— 

1 

1 

Library  books  fumigated  . . 

— 

40 

40 
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(2)  Summary  of  Dysentery  Outbreak  from  15th  July,  1963  to  31st 
December,  1963 


Age  Groups 

Number 

of 

Notifi- 

cations 

received 

Results  of  Specimens 

Specimens 
not  received 

Posi- 

tive 

Negative 

after 

Treat- 

ment 

Cases 

not 

Con- 

firmed 

Case 

treated 

in 

hospital 

No 

speci- 

mens 

Sub- 

mitted 

Schoolchildren 

(4-16) 

134 

79 

48 

2 

1 

4 

Under  School  Age 
(0-4) 

99 

37 

40 

5 

— 

17 

Adults  (16+) 

151 

47 

55 

31 

— 

18 

Totals 

384 

163 

143 

38 

1 

39 

(3)  Details  of  Persons  involved  in  Dysentery  Outbreak. 


Schoolchildren 

Number 

School 

of  cases 

Cadishead  Infants  School 

. . 45 

Cadishead  Junior  School 

29 

irlam  Infants  School 

5 

Irlam  Junior  School 

8 

Alfred  Turner  Secondary  Modern  School 

14 

St.  Mary’s  School 

1 

Irlam  Endowed  School 

2 

St.  Teresa’s  R.C.  School 

. . 24 

Urmston  Grammar  School 

3 

Private  School 

1 

132 


(b)  Adults  and  Children  under  School  Age 

Number  having  contact  with  cases  from  schools  . . 74 

Number  having  no  apparent  contact  with  cases  from 
schools  . . . . . . . . . . . . 140 

214 
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(c) 

Children  Attending  Irlam  Day  Nursery 

Notified  cases 

7 

(d) 

Food  Handlers 

Notified  cases 

15 

Final  number  cases 

13 

(e) 

Contacts  of  Notified  Cases 

Negative  specimens  received 

. . 364 

(f) 

Non-Contacts.  Suspected  Cases 

Not  notified — Negative  specimens  received  . . 

. . 196 

(g) 

Families  Investigated 

Notified  cases 

Suspected  cases — Not  notified,  not  confirmed 

. . 254 

. . 92 

346 

MORTUARY 

The  mortuary  which  is  situated  in  the  Council  yard,  Clarendon 
Road,  is  maintained  by  the  department.  As  a general  routine  it  is 
cleansed  weekly  and  after  each  use.  The  department  is  also  res- 
ponsible for  maintaining  supplies  of  clean  sheets,  soap,  towels, 
rubber  gloves  and  aprons  for  the  use  of  Doctors  conducting  post 
mortem  examinations. 


Work  on  the  new  mortuary  at  Longfield  Lodge,  Cadishead, 
commenced  but  was  not  completed  during  the  year  under  review. 

The  mortuary  has  been  in  use  on  1 7 occasions  during  the  year. 
The  details  are  as  follows : . . 


Cause  of  death 

Natural  causes 
Misadventure  . . 
Suicide 


Number 

14 

1 

2 


DISINFESTATION 

The  work  of  disinfestation  is  carried  out  by  the  General 
Assistant  under  the  supervision  of  the  Public  Health  Inspector. 
Infestations  dealt  with  during  the  year  were  as  follows: 


Ants  . . . . . . . . . . . . 54 

Cockroaches . . . . . . . . . . 45 

Woodbeetles . . . . . . . . . . 22 

Fleas  . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 

Other  beetles  . . . . . . . . 10 
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All  infestations  were  successfully  treated  with  proprietary 
brands  of  insecticide  in  either  liquid  or  powder  form,  depending  upon 
the  type  and  situation  of  the  infestation. 

It  will  be  noted  that,  with  the  fairly  high  standard  of  living 
prevailing  today,  occurrences  of  the  more  serious  type  of  infestation, 
e.g.,  fleas,  bed  bugs,  etc.,  are  reducing  to  minimal  proportions. 
Similarly,  one  feels  that  the  comparatively  high  number  of  notifica- 
tions of  the  presence  of  ants,  cockroaches  and  woodbeetles  is  due, 
not  to  any  increase  in  their  numbers,  but  to  an  increasing  awareness 
on  the  part  of  the  public  and  a greater  willingness  than  ever  before 
to  utilise  the  services  offered  by  the  department. 

PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949 
Rodent  Control 


The  following  table  shows  the  statistics  of  work  done  during  the 
year: 


Type  of  Property 

Non 

-Agriculti 

□ral 

Local 

Author- 

ity 

Dwelling 

houses 

only 

All 

other 

pre- 

mises 

Agri- 

cultural 

Number  of  properties  in  district  . . 

23 

5209 

780 

70 

Number  of  properties  inspected 

21 

133 

97 

30 

Total  inspections  carried  out  (in- 

eluding  re-inspections) 

55 

139 

108 

44 

Number  of  properties  inspected  which 
were  found  to  be  infested  by: 

Rats  — Major 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— Minor 

7 

95 

25 

1 

Mice — Major 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— Minor 

3 

18 

10 

— 

Number  of  infested  properties  treated 

10 

110 

36 

2 

Total  treatments  carried  out  (in- 

eluding  re-treatments) 

20 

110 

39 

2 

Number  of  “block”  control  schemes 

carried  out  . . 

— 

1 

— 

— 

The  decrease  in  the  number  of  infestations  from  that  of  the 
previous  year  is  partly  attributable,  no  doubt,  to  the  increasingly 
detailed  attention  which  is  being  paid  to  important  sources  of 
outbreak  such  as  sewers  and  drains.  This  includes  the  immediate 
testing  of  drainage  systems  for  breakages,  etc.  in  the  vicinity  of 
persistent  or  recurrent  surface  infestations. 

The  Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  (Threshing  and  Dismantling 
of  Ricks)  Regulations,  1950 

Threshing  activities  on  the  farms  in  the  district  were  carefully 
watched  and  there  were  no  contraventions  of  the  Regulations. 
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PETROLEUM  (REGULATION)  ACTS,  1928-1957 

The  number  of  licences  to  store  petroleum  spirit  granted  during 
the  year  was  29,  all  of  which  were  renewals  of  licences  previously 


held.  The  licences  issued  were  as  follows: 

Not  exceeding  100  gallons  . . . . . . . . 1 

Exceeding  100  and  not  exceeding  500  gallons  . . 14 

Exceeding  500  and  not  exceeding  1,000  gallons  . . 5 

Exceeding  1,000  and  not  exceeding  5,000  gallons  . . 4 

Exceeding  5,000  and  not  exceeding  10,000  gallons  . . 2 

Exceeding  50,000  gallons  . . . . . . . . 3 

These  also  may  be  classified  in  type  of  premises  or  user  as 
follows: 

Bulk  storage  or  Processing  Plant  . . . . . . 3 

Filling  Stations  (Retail  sales)  . . . . . . 5 

Factories  (own  use  only)  . . . . . . . . 4 

Builders  (own  use  only)  . . . . . . . . 3 

Farms  (own  use  only)  . . . . . . . . 9 

Others  (Hauliers,  Fire  Station,  Ambulance  Station, 

Local  Authority,  Car  Sales)  . . . . . . 5 


One  licence  to  store  4 tons  of  Carbide  of  Calcium  was  issued. 
The  income  from  the  licences  was  £34  0s.  Od. 

Fifty-two  visits  were  made  in  connection  with  the  Petroleum 
(Regulation)  Acts,  1928 — 1957  during  the  year.  In  accordance  with 
the  conditions  of  licence  four  new  storage  tanks  and  nine  tanks 
which  have  been  installed  over  20  years  were  tested.  The  four  new 
tanks  were  found  to  be  satisfactory.  Of  the  nine  existing  tanks 
five  were  found  to  be  defective.  Following  the  result  of  these  tests 
one  tank  was  repaired  and  found  to  be  satisfactory  on  re-testing. 
Of  the  other  four,  two  were  replaced  with  new  tanks;  one  repaired 
and  now  in  use  for  the  storage  of  diesel  oil;  and  the  fourth  was 
sealed  by  filling  with  sand  and  the  licence  cancelled.  The  test  applied 
is  8 lbs.  pressure  per  square  inch  for  a period  of  24  hours. 


PUBLIC  CLEANSING 

It  is  most  encouraging  to  be  able  to  report  that  the  work  of  the 
Cleansing  Service  has  been  maintained  at  a high  level  of  efficiency 
throughout  the  year.  The  fact  that  a weekly  collection  of  household 
refuse  is  taken  for  granted  by  the  general  public  is  a good  indication 
of  that  efficiency. 

When  a service  achieves  the  point  when  it  is  taken  for  granted 
there  is  a grave  danger  of  overlooking  the  amount  of  careful  planning 
and  hard  work  put  in  by  the  staff  to  arrive  at  that  state.  I would 
emphasise  this  point  and  pay  tribute  to  the  workmen  in  the  depart- 
ment and  also  to  the  office  staff. 
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Labour 

The  establishment  of  this  section  of  the  department  is: 

3 Drivers. 

1 Relief  driver  and  loader. 

9 Refuse  collectors. 

1 Salvage  baler. 

2 Tip  hands. 

The  labour  situation  has  again  been  quite  satisfactory.  The 
establishment  as  given  above  was  just  adequate  to  meet  the  demands 
of  the  service.  In  theory  the  number  of  workmen  employed  is  ample, 
but  when  one  considers  that  during  the  past  year  328  days  were  lost 
because  of  sickness  and  142  days  as  holiday  entitlement  it  can  readily 
be  seen  that  before  long  the  establishment  will  have  to  be  increased 
to  meet  the  demands  of  the  expanding  district. 

Refuse  Collection 

The  following  vehicles  are  employed  on  refuse  collection: 

S.D.  Freighter.  11.3  cubic  yards.  Purchased  1950. 

S.D.  Freighter.  11.3  cubic  yards.  Purchased  1955. 

S.D.  Fore  & Aft  tipper.  14.0  cubic  yards.  Purchased  1961. 

The  refuse  collection  service,  of  all  the  Council’s  services,  is  the 
one  in  most  contact  with  the  people  of  the  district,  visiting  every 
dwelling  and  shop  at  least  once  a week.  It  is  therefore  imperative 
that  the  standard,  not  only  of  efficiency  in  removing  the  refuse,  but 
also  of  the  workmen  and  vehicles,  should  be  of  the  highest  calibre. 

It  has  been  the  aim  of  the  department  not  only  to  maintain  an 
efficient  collection  of  household  refuse  but  also  to  help  the  ratepayers 
whenever  possible  by  collecting  and  disposing  of  articles  not  normally 
associated  with  routine  collection.  The  need  for  courteousness  at  all 
times  has  been  stressed  on  all  employees  and  in  consequence  there 
have  been  very  few  complaints;  indeed  it  can  honestly  be  said  that 
in  this  district  the  status  of  the  refuse  collector  is  higher  than  ever 
before. 

The  work  of  collecting  household  refuse  necessitates  the  making 
of  5,729  calls  and  the  handling  of  6,069  bins  each  working  week. 
It  is  interesting  to  note  that  there  has  been  a 20%  increase  since 
1957  when  the  number  of  bins  was  5,054.  In  contrast  to  this  only 
one  extra  refuse  collector  has  been  employed  and  the  effectiveness 
of  this  increase  has  been  considerably  reduced  because  of  extra 
holiday  entitlement. 

The  year  under  review  was  not  without  its  troubles.  In  August  a 
major  breakdown  to  the  oldest  freighter  necessitated  it  being  off 
the  road  for  some  weeks,  and  had  it  not  been  for  the  help  and  co- 
operation of  the  Urmston  Urban  District  Council  through  the 
medium  of  their  Public  Health  Department,  who  readily  came  to 
our  assistance  by  loaning  us  one  of  their  vehicles,  the  service  here  in 
Irlam  would  have  been  seriously  affected. 
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The  bin  bonus  scheme  has  continued  to  function  satisfactorily 
and  has  averaged  £1  15s.  per  man  each  week  over  the  year. 

Refuse  Disposal 

The  following  loads  of  refuse  were  disposed  of  at  the  Councils 
tip  at  Lords  Street,  Cadishead : 

Household  . . . . . . . . 2,9 1 3 

Highways  Department  . . . . 679 

Road  Sweepings  . . . . . . 184 

Contractors  and  Housing  Department  448 
Gully  and  Sewage  Sludge  . . . . 16 

Trade  Waste  . . . . . . . . 176 

4jl6 

As  can  be  seen  by  the  above  table  over  33  % of  the  loads  dealt 
with  at  the  tip  were  other  than  household  refuse.  With  the  ever 
increasing  bulk  and  decreasing  weight  of  household  refuse  this 
extraneous  matter  is  usually  quite  acceptable  as  it  is  generally  of  a 
solid  nature  and  helps  to  make  the  tip  more  stable.  For  the  first 
six  months  of  the  year  tipping  was  continued  on  the  old  tip  at  the 
rear  of  the  houses  in  Lords  Street.  In  July,  1963,  at  the  request  of 
the  Engineer  and  Surveyor  the  tip  was  moved  to  a site  lower  down 
Lords  Street  adjoining  the  railway.  This  site  was  a waste  piece  of 
land  between  the  Tar  Works  finished  tip  and  the  railway.  The  filling 
in  of  these  small  parcels  of  land  is  expensive  in  the  way  of  soil  removal 
and  fencing,  but  it  does  give  that  bit  of  extra  time  in  which  to  find 
another  general  site.  Apart  from  this  it  must  be  agreed  that  when  the 
site  is  levelled  and  grassed  over  the  expense  is  well  worth  while. 

The  refuse  is  disposed  of  by  controlled  tipping  with  the  aid  of 
a Bristol  Duplex  Bulldozer. 

A small  mess  room  with  toilet  and  washing  facilities  is  provided 
for  the  workmen  engaged  on  the  tip. 

A charge  of  three  shillings  per  load  is  made  for  tipping  of 
miscellaneous  refuse  at  the  tip.  This  charge,  however,  does  not  apply 
to  other  departments  of  the  Council,  or  to  contractors  employed  by 
the  Council. 

The  total  income  for  the  year  from  this  source  was  £26  1 Is. 


Dustbin  Replacement  Scheme 

The  bin  replacement  scheme  is  working  satisfactorily,  and  there 
is  no  doubt  that  the  Council’s  policy  of  providing  rubber  lids  to 
minimise  the  noise  is  greatly  appreciated,  particularly  by  the  shift 
workers. 
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During  the  year  the  following  dustbins  were  supplied  by  the 
department: 

Supplied  under  the  bin  replacement 
scheme  . . . . . . . . 283 

Supplied  to  new  Council  houses  . . 11 

Supplied  to  other  Council  property  . . 1 

Resold  privately  . . . . . . 3 


Salvage 

The  collection  of  waste  paper  has  again  been  governed  by  the 
restrictive  quota  enforced  by  the  Thames  Board  Mills  Limited. 
Whilst  it  is  true  to  say  that  the  restriction  is  the  most  important 
factor  there  are  other  aspects  of  the  problem.  If  the  restriction  was 
abolished  forthwith  it  is  doubtful  whether  we  could  increase  our 
output  beyond  our  present  figure  for  two  main  reasons.  Firstly, 
the  policy  of  only  employing  one  full  time  baler  and  baling  the 
bulk  of  the  paper  after  normal  working  hours  is  now  inadequate 
to  cope  with  the  demand,  and  prevents  the  continual  flow  of  material 
through  the  plant.  Secondly,  our  present  premises  are  too  small 
and  there  is  not  enough  room  for  the  storage  of  loose  and  baled 
paper  in  excess  of  the  quantity  we  are  now  handling. 

Whilst  we  talk  of  restrictions  and  other  difficulties  it  must  not 
be  overlooked  that  our  present  figure  of  almost  two  tons  per  month 
per  thousand  population  is  double  the  national  average. 

As  a result  of  finding  a more  profitable  market  for  the  textiles 
the  quantity  collected  has  doubled  and  the  income  increased  four- 
fold. The  position  regarding  scrap  metal  is  almost  identical  to  the 
previous  year. 

By  and  large  the  year  can  be  considered  very  satisfactory, 
only  once  has  the  income  of  £2,886  been  exceeded,  that  being  in 
1957  when  the  prices  were  inflated. 

The  bonus  scheme  paid  to  all  workmen  in  the  cleansing  service 
is  worked  on  a percentage  of  all  total  sales  of  salvage  collected. 
The  average  bonus  over  the  year  per  man  was  17s.  per  week. 

The  details  of  materials  collected  and  sold  during  the  year 
ended  31st  December,  1963,  are  as  follows: 


T. 

c. 

Q. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

Paper 

317 

16 

2 

2,585 

15 

9 

Textiles 

12 

7 

3 

264 

1 

6 

Scrap  metal  . . 

7 

4 

3 

35 

18 

5 

337 

9 

0 

£2885 

15 

8 
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The  following  are  the  figures  for  1963  as  compared  with  the 
three  previous  years : 


Paper 

Textiles 

Scrap  metal 


1960 

T.  C.  Q. 

319  3 2 
9 1 2 

2 7 1 


1961 

T.  C.  Q. 

327  14  1 
6 17  3 
5 2 0 


1962 

T.  C.  Q. 

294  13  3 
6 12  2 
7 113 


1963 

T.  C.  Q. 

317  16  2 
12  7 3 
7 4 3 


Gross  income  £2,657 


£2,837  £2,511 


£2,886 


< 

Summary  of  district  salvage  efforts 

Year 

Weight 

T.  C.  Q. 

Bonuses, 
Prizes,  etc. 

£ 

Value 

£ 

1942 

168 

11 

3 

. 

659 

1943 

174 

10 

0 

— 

787 

1944 

99 

10 

1 

— 

612 

1945 

83 

10 

0 

— 

468 

1946 

102 

19 

1 

11 

409 

1947 

129 

15 

1 

15 

463 

1948 

129 

6 

0 

27 

633 

1949 

191 

1 

0 

57 

979 

1950 

171 

15 

1 

17 

1069 

1951 

221 

4 

0 

104 

3106 

1952 

212 

13 

0 

— 

2109 

1953 

233 

11 

0 

— 

1679 

1954 

263 

10 

1 

— 

1801 

1955 

291 

1 

2 

— 

2307 

1956 

276 

19 

2 

— 

2218 

1957 

271 

0 

0 

— 

2188 

1958 

283 

19 

1 

— 

2282 

1959 

272 

0 

0 

— 

2189 

1960 

330 

12 

1 

— 

2657 

1961 

339 

14 

0 

— 

2837 

1962 

308 

18 

0 

— 

2511 

1963 

337 

9 

0 

— 

2886 

Totals 

4893 

10 

2 

231 

L 

36,849 

— V — J 

£37,080 
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Cleansing  Costs  and  Statistics 

Total  weight  of  household  refuse  collected.  Disposed 

of  by  controlled  tipping  . . . . . . . . 5,205  tons 


Population  (Registrar  General,  Mid- 1963) 

♦ • • 

16,190 

Approximate  number  of  houses  and  premises 

• • 

5,729 

Approximate  number  of  bins  emptied  each  cycle 

6,069 

Average  length  of  haul  . . 

..  If- 

-2  miles 

Net  expenditure : 

(a)  Collection 

£11,989 

(b)  Disposal  

£2,341 

(c)  Provisions  of  dustbins 

£ 480 

(d)  Salvage 

£2,758 

Less  income  . . 

£17,568 

£3,049 

£14,519 


Net  cost  per  1,000  population: 

(a)  Collection  (excluding  salvage)  £739  19s.  3d.  \ £882  1 Is.  8d. 

(b)  ^Disposal  ..  ..  . .£142  12s.  5d.  J 

*No  allowance  made  for  road  sweepings,  sewage  sludge,  and  other 
waste  material  brought  for  disposal  by  the  Highways  Department, 
etc. 


Note:  The  above  figures  relate  to  the  financial  year  1963-1964, 
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